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About the Artwork

Meeting Place — Together We Grow

This painting tells a story of connection, a meeting
place of two worlds that walk together with shared
values, purpose, and respect. It is grounded in my
culture as a proud trawlwoolway man from North
East Tasmania, with deep ancestral ties to the
plangermaireener people; they held strong trading
links with the leterrermairrener clan, the original
custodians of the lower and northeast regions
surrounding the River Tamar (kanamaluka). The
site of Timberlink’s operations at Bell Bay sits on
this important waterway, a place where Country
continues to support industry, culture, and
community. This painting reflects that relationship
and honours the ongoing connection to land and
water.

At the heart of this work is a contemporary
depiction of the River Tamar, an estuary where
saltwater and freshwater meet. Estuaries hold
deep cultural significance for our people. They
are rich, life-giving spaces that provided our
ancestors with essential resources such as
pigface, shellfish, stone tools, fish, and bird
life. These areas were also important meeting
places. The multicoloured earthy tones scattered
throughout the waterways symbolise our
ancestors travelling across Country to gather
along the riverbanks of the Tamar.

These journeys were made to exchange
knowledge, perform ceremony, and strengthen
kinship. In many ways, Timberlink continues this
practice through its own culture of collaboration,
dialogue, and community connection. Just as
clans would meet at the river, Timberlink brings
together people, ideas, and partnerships to build a
stronger future.

Running along the riverbanks are fine green,
white, and ochre dots that represent cultural
resources and knowledge embedded in the land.
These markings also mirror shell middens left
by generations of ancestors, signifying long-
term connection, use, and care of Country. Their
placement along the edges of the river connects
them to both the past and the flow of the future.

The vibrant blue tones throughout the painting
reflect the dynamic nature of the river, where
freshwater from inland meets the saltwater of
the Bass Strait. These blue tones also speak to
Timberlink as a company, representing diversity,
depth, and strength. The merging of waters
mirrors the merging of values: Timberlink's
commitment to sustainability, innovation, and
community sits alongside the cultural principles
of care for Country and living in balance with the
environment.

At the top of the painting, the river opens out

into the Bass Strait, where the water meets the
ocean. This marks the mouth of the River Tamar
and shows the interconnectedness between inland
Country and saltwater Country. The veining of the
river that runs through the painting reflects the
way these waterways acted as highways for our
ancestors. They provided pathways for movement,
trade, and cultural exchange. Those same flowing
lines now symbolise Timberlink’s reach, vision,
and continued growth. As their operations
expand, they remain deeply rooted in their values
and responsibility to land, people, and future
generations.

One of the most sacred and powerful elements
of this painting is the woven face of an elder, or
tribal warrior, that appears subtly along the top
right side of the river. This spirit figure represents
the ongoing presence of our ancestors. The

spirit watches over the land and water, and looks
down on Timberlink, guiding them and offering
protection. It is a quiet but powerful reminder that
Country is alive, and that our stories and spirits
remain deeply embedded in the places we walk
and work.
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About the Artist

Reuben Oates

Reuben Oates is a proud trawlwoolway
man, with deep ancestral ties to the Ben
Lomond region in Tasmania’s north-east.

He was born on melukerdee country in the small
riverside town of Franklin, in the Huon Valley, and
grew up further north on 40 acres in Mountain
River. While his lineage traces back to Chief
Mannalargenna through the Dolly Dalrymple

line, it was the southern landscapes, the rivers,
bushland, and wildlife of melukerdee country, that
shaped Reuben’s early connection to land and
culture.

Reuben’s introduction to painting came through
his father, Leigh Oates, who gave him both the
inspiration and the tools to begin his creative
journey in 2004. From an early age, Reuben
understood culture not just as something you
carry, but something you live; with respect, with
care, and with the quiet awareness that what is
taken from the land must be given back in return.

By the age of nine, Reuben had already found
representation through Art Mob. Reuben
specialises in acrylic on canvas, using bold colour
and layered detail to bring each story to life. His
work is deeply rooted in Aboriginal storytelling,
and his depictions of native Tasmanian animals
add patterns carry strong themes of family,
human interaction, travel, community, and
connection to place.
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!& artist for more than a decade,
Reu extended his practice into largescale
mur. rk across Tasmania. His murals are
found in schools, public spaces, and community
buildings throughout the Huon Valley and
surrounding towns.

Now a fu

These works are more than just vibrant images;
they are visual acknowledgements of identity,
respect for the land, and shared cultural
knowledge. They celebrate the beauty of
Tasmanian wildlife, but they also speak to the
strength and presence of Aboriginal culture in
contemporary Tasmania.

Reuben’s approach to sharing culture is grounded
in inclusivity and respect. He believes that
culture should be shared in a way that is open
and welcoming, never forceful. Through school
programs, workshops, and public art, he teaches
with a gentle presence, creating space for others
to listen, ask, and understand. His childhood
values remain central to his work today: respect
the land, honour wildlife, and give back more than
you take.

Reuben’s artworks are held in public and private
collections nationally and internationally.

Yet for him, success is not measured by recognition
alone, but by the stories he is able to share; stories
that honour the past, reflect the present, and
create space for a shared and united future.
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